The coronomaxillary space: literature review and anatomic description.
The dental literature has used a variety of terms to describe the distal buccal boundaries of the maxillae. The coronomaxillary space has been suggested as a more consistent descriptive term. It has been noted in the literature that this space narrows on mandibular opening. However, some authors recommend that overfilling this space aids retention. Explanations for this seeming contradiction in opinions have been suggested: In individuals with straight coronoid processes, the space can narrow on opening. The coronomaxillary denture may have to be thinned to maintain retention in function. In individuals with flared coronoid processes, the space can widen or remain constant on opening. The denture borders may have to be widened in contour to achieve retention.